











3 SHARED HERITAGE
WHAT WOULD YOU PRESERVE?

Dragon Carpet Part 1

Object Dragon carpet
Inventory no. KGM 1881,1018
Period  Second half of the 7th century AH /

around 1600 AD
Place Armenia or Azerbaijan
Material \Wool
Size originally 572 x 268 cm

THE CARPET

The dragon carpet was an outstanding example of
Caucasian rug art. Acquired by Wilhelm von Bode in
Paris in 1881 AD, it was displayed in the museum
collection from the start. The dragon motif was
already slipping into obscurity around the time

of its creation around 1600 AD. The dragons can
only be identified with a lot of imagination. It must
therefore be assumed that the highly stylised, bold-
ly coloured flower shapes were emphasised and
valued. The Museum of Islamic Art owns two other
dragon carpets (Inv.no.: . 2 and I. 3). They help
people to imagine what the now fragmented carpet
must once have looked like.

© Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, Museum fur Islamische Kunst / Johannes Kramer
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WHAT WOULD YOU PRESERVE?

Dragon Carpet Part 2

AFTER-EFFECTS OF THE WAR

In 1881 AD, the dragon carpet was acquired as a large,
interconnected piece. Today it is largely destroyed. What hap-
pened? Towards the end of World War I, the allies bombed
Berlin to defeat National Socialist Germany. The city’s mu-
seums tried to protect their objects as much as possible and
partially warehoused them in places that were considere safe.
Many carpets from the Museum of Islamic Art went to the
Reich National Mint in Berlin. This building, where coins were
minted, was thought to be particularly safe. On 11 March
1945,a bomb struck the building and set it on fire.

TRACES OF WAR

The dragon carpet was destroyed in Berlin by a bomb hit
and subsequent fire. This can be detected on the carpet
by means of the increasingly large missing sections. If
one looks closely, it’s also apparent that the carpet was
rolled up when it was devoured by the flames: the side
turned away from the fire is preserved, for better or worse.
The other half of the rolled-up carpet was burned. Even
starting in June 1945, restorers tried to conserve and repair
the preserved fragments as much as possible. The dragon
carpet was not refurbished until 2004 for the exhibition
on the 100-year anniversary of the Museum of Islamic Art.
This was the first time it had been on public display since
the war, in the condition depicted here.

TAMAM



3 SHARED HERITAGE
WHAT WOULD YOU PRESERVE?

What do you want to show?

Read the story describing the fate of the dragon carpet at
the Museum of Islamic Art!

1.THINK ABOUT HOW YOU WOULD PRESERVE THE CARPET.WHAT
SHOULD BE DONE? WOULD YOU LEAVE IT LIKE THIS OR RENEW IT?

2.IN WHICH CONDITION WOULD YOU EXHIBIT IT? AND HOW COULD ITS
STORY AND THE CHALLENGE OF ITS PRESERVATION BE TOLD?

Document your discussion items! Write down your ideas for a
Y 4 room in which to experience the dragon carpet at the muse-
um! Also state the reasons behind your decisions!
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