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EQUAL RIGHTS
WHOM DO YOU REMEMBER?

QUESTIONS FROM A WORKER WHO READS 

Who built Thebes with the seven gates?

In books are the names of kings. Did the kings haul up the lumps of rock?

And Babylon, repeatedly demolished – who rebuilt it so many times? In which houses 

in radiantly golden Lima did the builders live?

Where did the masons go on the night they finished the Great Wall of China? Great 

Rome is full of triumphal arches. Who erected them?

Whom did the Caesars triumph over?

Did Byzantium, often praised in song, only have palaces for its inhabitants? Even in 

fabled Atlantis, on the night

the ocean engulfed it, the drowning screamed for their slaves. Young Alexander con-

quered India. He alone?

Caesar defeated the Gauls. Didn’t he at least have a cook with him? Philip of Spain 

wept when his fleet went down.

Didn’t anyone else cry?

Frederick the Second won the Seven Years’ War. Who else won it? Every page a victory.

Who cooked the victors’ feast?

Every ten years a great man. Who paid the bill? So many reports. So many questions.
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Action sheet B Part 1 
Who is overlooked?

Read the poem! Bertolt Brecht wrote it in 1939:

What is the first thing you think of when you 
read this poem? Write it down!
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Rewrite the poem! What questions do you have for the writing of 
history? Which persons are you interested in and who should be 
remembered? Change the poem’s title and thus the perspective.
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IDEAS TO THINK ABOUT

• Who is speaking?

• Who is asking the questions in the poem?

• Which perspective are you writing from?

• Would Caesar still be remembered if he didn’t have mon-

ey, education and power?

• Who thinks of the people who lost battles or were the 

victims?

You can name specific historical people or generally describe 

social groups.

Action sheet B Part 2 
Who is overlooked?

... AND FOR WHAT REASONS?


